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Agenda 2017 

18-03-2017 
 
 

Diving disorders other 
than decompression 
illness 
- see this brochure 
 

06-05-2017 / 
13-05-2017 
 

Red Sea 
Marsa Shagra 

2e Mini-congress       
Diving Medicine 
- Principal invited speaker: 

Adel Taher 
- Invited lectures: Mattijn 

Buwalda, Jean-Claude  
   Le Péchon, Rienk 

Rienks, Nico Schellart, 
Marga Schweigmann, 
Guy Vanderhoven, Peter 
Westerweel. 

- Free contributions 
 
 

The Capita Selecta Duikgeneeskunde (CSD), advanced courses 
dive medicine, are given by the Academic Medical Centre (AMC), 
a one-board-cooperation of the medical faculty of the University of 
Amsterdam (UvA) and the academic hospital with the UvA. 

This symposium aims to give insight into 
disorders that happen during a dive without 
being related to - or resulting in decompression 
illness (DCI). For instance:  

- caused by a pre-existing illness or 
condition, 

- related to a predisposition, 
- attributed to external factors. 

 
After this symposium, the physician will have 
the knowledge to decide whether: 

- a professional diver should be passed for 
his physical,  

- a recreational diver should be allowed to 
dive and if so, under what conditions. 

 

This symposium should be regarded as an 
advanced course. An elementary course on 
diving medicine (in the Netherlands e.g. SHF or 
VSG) is a prerequisite for physicians. 
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Recommendations 
The course is recommen-
ded by the Nederlandse 
Vereniging voor Duik- 
geneeskunde(NVD, Dutch 
Soc Dive Med). 

Accreditation 
The program comprises 5 oral contact hours. 
The Dutch  NVAB, NVD, VSG and  NICDA 
(diving physicians C and D) will requested to 
provide 5 accreditation points for the meeting 
and  “outside own specialism” (GAIA) will yield 5 
points too.  

The course members obtain a certificate after 
completion of the whole course.  

Course members from outside the Netherlands 
should personally apply to their own 
accreditation office. In general, the level of the 
various lectures / subjects of the meeting are (at 
least) in accordance with that of EDTC and 
ECHM, level 1 (Medical Examiner) and Level 2D 
(Diving Physician). 

Speakers 
 
Mattijn Buwalda, MD, anesthesiologist-intensivist, AMC 

-This lecture focuses on environmentally induced calamities not resulting in DCI. 
Why does a qualified Scuba diver drown at the surface? Why do boat refugees, 
who can swim, die en masse in a warm Mediterranean sea? Hypothermia with 
loss of manual dexterity, exhaustion and buoyancy all play a part in the process 
that leads to drowning. This lecture will cover the physiology of hypothermia, 
aspiration and cold shock. 
 

-The other lecture explains the mechanism of neurological O2 toxicity, the reason 
why N2 behaves as an anesthetic gas and the toxicity of contaminated air.  
 

Hans van Dam, MSc, marine biologist, SDR 
The lecture discusses  marine organisms that can be dangerous for swimmer, 
snorkeler and diver. It gives diving physicians insight on what animals pose a 
danger to man in the marine environment. 

 

Arjen van Henten, MD, pulmonologist, Máxima Medisch Centrum  
This lecture discusses causes of pulmonary over inflation, mechanisms and 
clinical manifestations of pulmonary barotrauma. Also the increased risk of divers 
with asthma and COPD will be addressed.  

 

Cees Meeuwis, PhD, ENT physician, Erasmus University 
Since the head and neck region consists of many aerated spaces, which are 
subject to pressure changes during descent and ascent, there is a wide range of 
non DCI related issues. Such  ENT disorders without being related or resulting 
decompression illness (DCI) will be discussed. 

 

Rienk Rienks, PhD, cardiologist, Utrecht Medisch Centrum 
The various cardiac disorders (coronary artery disease and conduction 
disorders) and vascular disorders will be addressed. The cardiac risk of the 
diver, men and women, will be discussed in relation to the epidemiology of diving 
fatalities. 
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Participants 
 
The course is aimed at non-specialized 
physicians, first line physicians, sports and 
occupational physicians, professional dive 
physicians, clinical doctors and paramedics.  

 
 Fees 

 
From € 65,- to € 270,- , dependent on profession and 
requested accreditation (see Registration form).  
The fee includes reader, test, certificate, lunch and refreshments. 
 

More information 
 
See website diveresearch.org (EN) or duikresearch.org (NL)  for: 

o Detailed programme 
o More about teachers and their lectures 
o Hotel suggestions  
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